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Space Exploration Alliance Calls for Candidates’ Since on Space Policy

The 2008 presidential campaigns have given far rattemtion to space exploration than any
other in recent memory. Whether sparked by theass of Senator Hillary Clinton’s space
policy, by a citizen’s space-related question #baTube Republican debate, or by comments
from other candidates, space exploration is nowdgdebated on the national stage. The Space
Exploration Alliance believes that this attentigraivery positive development providing us with
the opportunity to show the nation the true megftsur nation’s space program.

The Space Exploration Alliance applauds Senatda#ilClinton for releasing her
comprehensive space policy and calls on all obther candidates to release the details of their
policies for space exploration and NASA.

It is vital that our nation pursue an ambitious lamnand robotic space program. The scientific
and technological benefits to our nation will bedltulable. This is particularly relevant in light
of the other nations, such as China, India, andu#/ho are now challenging our superiority in
space exploration and technology. Space techn@odydevelopment has much to offer to the
environmental and energy challenges facing ourdvimdiay. Space exploration has the
potential to inspire our youth to pursue the haralde@mic studies in mathematics and science we
will require to remain competitive and move ouristcinto the future.

The potential intellectual capital from these peogs cannot be ignored. There is rarely a day
that Congress and the media do not discuss thasigct bolster our nation’s science and
engineering education. Returning to the Moon &ed going to Mars would be a tremendous
catalyst for education, particularly in these feeldAccording to Space Exploration Alliance
Steering Committee member Chris Carberry, “As i Apollo program, human exploration

to the Moon and Mars has the potential to dramifificapact our nation’s educational system.
Sometimes you need a ‘spark’ of inspiration to nate students to enter technical and scientific
fields. This type of program can produce that rkpand allow students to be part of a program
that is bigger than themselves.”

“Now is the time for presidential candidates tomaunce their position on NASA and space
exploration,” stated Brett Silcox, Associate Digadf the National Space Society. “Space
exploration is of vital interest to our nation oamy levels. We hope the candidates understand



the power that our accelerated space programsasandnd the benefits it can bring to our
nation. The SEA encourages all candidates to makégiheir stance on space exploration.”
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About the Space Exploration Alliance

The Space Exploration Alliance (SEA) is an unprecgeld partnership of the nation's premier
non-profit space organizations with a combined mensiip of more than 700,000 people
throughout the United States.

SEA members believe that the Vision is a bold argbtantial mandate for human and robotic
exploration of the solar system that will assureefican technological and scientific

preeminence in the 21st century.

For more information about SEA, please wsitw.spaceexplorationalliance.ooy contact:

Katherine Brick

National Space Society
katherine.brick@nss.org
202-429-1600
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